
A REPORT TO THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST ON PROJECT 66-16, THE CONFERENCE'S 
HISTORY INITIATIVE 

In keeping with our new conference minister's request for me to confine this annual 
report to only two pages in length, I shall be quite concise in laying out my 
accomplishments and frustrations during the 2013-14 Conference year. Often I feel, as I 
suppose sensitive and self-knowing Christians should, like Qoheleth, the world-weary 
sage depicted in the Book of Ecclesiastes, when he exclaims in the first chapter, "Vanity 
of vanities! All is vanity" (2b) and "What has been is what will be, and what has been 
done is what will be done; there is nothing new under the sun" (9). The "Preacher's" 
bleak worldview is one pole of my inner personal dialectic as a historian, whereas the 
other comes from the Gospels and the Apostle Paul's declarations that others and I are 
reconciled to God not through religious works, but through Jesus' death and 
resurrection. Heady stuff, certainly, but I believe it the irreplaceable foundation of Project 
66-16, in my determination to present the total picture of our 300-plus-year odyssey in a 
place that claims the mantle of Christendom usually for the purpose of controlling 
people rather than freeing them for God's service. 

And that dialectic has definitely shaped my work over the past year, more than 
previously. By consulting a large variety of both popular and academic secondary 
literature on church history, culture in the U.S. generally and specifically in the South, 
and Protestant theological development, I feel I have grown immensely in my abilities to 
conceptualize the delicate motions our forebears made to secure a place for themselves 
in the sun. Such spaces are found, I have come to discover, in those tiny crevices in 
between the forests of virulent emotion and xenophobia, the fields of moralism and 
detachment from Christian communities elsewhere, and the creeks and streams of greed 
disguised as benevolence. By any view, the miraculous nature of our mission, both the 
UCC and its predecessors, is thoroughly evident to me, and I hope to convey that 
impression thoroughly when my writing is complete. 

In practical terms, this means that I have spent probably an excessive amount of time 
obtaining materials and processing them through my logs and meticulously reading 
most if not all of them. That has, frankly speaking, wreaked utter havoc upon the 
deadline I imposed on myself (and promised to all of you) that I would have the book 
written by 2016. 1 cannot see, at this point, how that will be possible given the amount of 



work on my shoulders and my health limitations. However, I discovered a quite bright 
lining in my conversations with the leader of a similar project in the Missouri-Mid South 
Conference, who stated that he was only beginning work after that conference had 
passed its golden anniversary in 2013. I felt some relief, as you might imagine. That, to 
me, is God's consoling grace when I need it! I trust that most of you concur with this 
understanding that I need not panic because I have missed imaginary deadlines. 

Now, to the subject matter itself: I am filling in the subject timelines as quickly as 
possible, in order to get them in place to start filling in interpretive narratives around 
them. It would take much longer than I have space here to describe the epistemology 
and reasoning I employ in making judgments about what facts are pertinent and the 
relations among them, so I have decided to hold, with the Conference's permission, a 
special, unprogrammed, discussion session during this Annual Meeting (please see 
details in your registration materials for time and location). There, you and I can talk at 
length about why I do this, how I do it, and what all of this matters for you, your church, 
and our larger mission in the Southeastern U.S. 

In addition to the regular work I undertake, my findings have been helpful in my 
separate but related concern to help devise new forms of fellowship to succeed the 
former associational meetings, with only one still functioning (Alabama-Tennessee) at 
this time. I also hope to assist, officially or not, the Conference's new Church and 
Ministry Committee in maintaining a more accurate register of clergy and churches, to 
replace the disjointed reporting methods that were the result of benign neglect in recent 
times. 

In all of this, your prayers and encouragement have been most appreciated by me. If you 
have any questions or concerns about Project 66-16, please see me during Annual 
Meeting, or afterward, phone (256) 227-3899 or email michaeltstroud@bellsouth.net . 
Glory be to God and peace be unto all of you in Christ Jesus for the great privilege I have 
been granted to serve His church in this manner. 



Yours, 
Mike Stroud 



